May 15, 2013

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
as if voting to repeal the Affordable
Care Act for the 37th time is not
enough, Republicans are adding insult
to injury by marking up a farm bill
this week that doubles down on their
indiscriminate sequester.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program, formerly known as the
Food Stamp program, is one of our Na-
tion’s first lines of defense against hun-
ger and among the most effective
forms of economic stimulus. Every $1
in SNAP benefits generates $1.70 in
economic activity. Yet the Republican
farm bill cuts nearly $21 billion from
our Nation’s antihunger program while
millions of Americans continue to
struggle from the impacts of the Great
Recession. These cuts would end food
assistance for nearly 2 million low-in-
come people, mostly working families,
children, and seniors, already hit by
the sequester.

Mr. Speaker, when I was a student
and a single mother, the American peo-
ple provided a lifeline in the form of
food stamps while I struggled to make
a better life for my children. That’s
true today for millions of families
across the country, including 4.3 mil-
lion Californians who need this critical
lifeline.

Cutting SNAP is morally wrong and
an economic disaster. We should reject
these cuts, stop sequestration, and cre-
ate jobs.

———
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THE GOSNELL TRIAL

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, justice was served in Philadel-
phia when a monster by the name of
Dr. Kermit Gosnell was convicted of
the murder of three small babies in his
abortion clinic. Each and every life is
precious, Mr. Speaker, and murdering
an innocent baby for the sake of con-
venience or greed is terribly, terribly
wrong.

In the last 40 years, Mr. Speaker, the
lives of over 50 million young babies
have been taken. How do we know that
God did not place in the lives of these
individuals a cure for cancer, a cure for
Alzheimer’s, a cure for Parkinson’s?
We won’t know that until eternity. We
grieve over those losses.

May I quote Thomas Jefferson, Mr.
Speaker, for the sake of our Nation:

God, who gave us life, gives us liberty. Can
liberties of a nation be secure when we have
removed a conviction that these liberties are
a gift of God? Indeed, I tremble for my coun-
try when I reflect that God is just, that His
justice cannot sleep forever.
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IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED
SNAP CUTS

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak against the proposed
cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, or SNAP. As the Na-
tion’s most important antihunger pro-
gram, SNAP offers nutrition assistance
to 46 million low-income Americans
and provides economic benefits to com-
munities. SNAP also allows families to
more easily set aside a portion of their
resources for food and not have to
outsource all of their meals and to
prioritize a healthier, more consistent
diet without compromising as much on
obligations such as rent, utilities,
transportation and other basic needs.

Over 80 percent of SNAP households
have incomes below the poverty line
and 40 percent have incomes below half
of the poverty line. For many of these
Americans, SNAP is the only form of
income assistance they receive. We
cannot allow the budget to be balanced
on the backs of the poor and most vul-
nerable in our country.

The proposed farm bill up for a vote
in the House Agriculture Committee
today would cut $20 billion from the
program. I join my colleagues in oppos-
ing these draconian cuts to ensure that
46 million people who rely on this pro-
gram will have food.

CONGRATULATING THE GRAD-
UATING CLASS OF FLINTHILLS
HIGH SCHOOL

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, this Sun-
day, I had the good fortune of being in
Rosalia, Kansas, at the high school
graduation for Flinthills High.
Flinthills High has 11 strong grad-
uating in 2013, but it was remarkable.
With all the challenges the country
faces, we had young people going to be
nurses, young people entering our Na-
tion’s Army National Guard. We had a
young man who was off to attend
school but who knew that he was going
to be coming back to help his father
and mother on the farm.

With all of the challenges we face
today, it was incredibly heartening to
see this next generation of leaders
being raised in the heartland. Con-
gratulations to those 11, six young
women and five young men.

Go, Mustangs.

———

IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED
SNAP CUTS

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today
the Agriculture Committee marks up a
farm bill, cutting $20 billion from food
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support for the poorest, most vulner-
able Americans. The Republican SNAP
cuts will cut 210,000 children off the
school lunch program and deny 2 mil-
lion Americans food.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program, SNAP, is a lifeline for
nearly 50 million Americans to have
access to healthy, affordable food and
avoid hunger. More than half of SNAP
recipients live in deep poverty. That’s
an income of less than $10,000 a year for
a family of three. Right now, the daily
SNAP benefit is $3.78.

Two out of three SNAP recipients in
Minnesota are poor children, seniors
and adults with disabilities. To reduce
the budget deficit by inflicting hunger
on children, seniors and people with
disabilities is simply immoral.

I urge my colleagues to reject this
cruel and harmful proposal to increase
hunger in America.

IRS SCANDAL

(Mr. GRAVES of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to speak out against
the IRS for targeting Americans be-
cause of their political beliefs. What is
clear is that the IRS has violated the
public trust in a serious and disturbing
way. It’s sickening to learn that the
IRS not only targeted Tea Party con-
servative groups but also groups that
criticized the government or even
taught the United States Constitution.

The United States is a beacon of hope
and freedom for the oppressed all
across the world, but the coordinated
suppression of President Obama’s polit-
ical opponents undermines who we are
and what we stand for.

Mr. Speaker, who gave the orders to
target Americans who disagree with
this administration? Who gave the or-
ders? The American people deserve to
know, and our Republic depends on us
finding out that answer.

I represent a lot of Georgians who are
sick and tired of the IRS targeting
them. It is time for this House, the
people’s House, to instead now target
the IRS. We must find the full truth
and we cannot stop until we have full
accountability.

———

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, it is the
fashion amongst many of us to blame
the press for our troubles, and that’s,
of course, because the press reports our
troubles. At their best, the media
keeps us honest, it keeps us in our con-
stitutional lanes, and it reports our
failures. It is essential for democracy.
There is a reason why freedom of the
press is not the Second or Fourth or
10th Amendment. It’s the First Amend-
ment.
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